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Rabi es Testing and Cooperative Prograns
February, 2005

Thi s docunment sumari zes the various prograns in which the
rabi es | aboratories around the state of Virginia have been
asked to partici pate.

The followi ng studies are cooperative prograns in which the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have
elicited state | aboratories' assistance for target specinen
subm ssi on:

CDC Salivary dand Study: Testing |aboratories have been
requested to submt the brain material and heads, or capits
of rabi es-diagnosed rodents (i.e. mice, rats, squirrels,

chi pmunks, nutria, groundhogs, nuskrats, etc.), |agonorphs
(rabbits, etc.), or other atypical aninmal species. These
speci mens may be forwarded to the DCLS. Shi pping
instructions are avail able at the end of this docunent (see
page 4.) Each shipnment nust conply with shipping

regul ations detailed in IATA 1.5 and 49 CFR Section 1720700
[U S. Departnment of Transportation.] Upon arrival at CDC
staff renoves the rabid aninmal's salivary glands in order
to detect rabies virus/antigen.

CDC Mammary G and Study: Diagnostic | aboratories which
have the facilities to receive and accept intact |ivestock
carcasses are requested to necropsy and forward the manmary
glands, mlk and brain material of rabies-positive animls
(i.e. cows, goats, etc.) to CDC  Ship sanples on dry ice
after notification to:

Rabi es Laboratory

Attn: Dr. Charles Rupprecht (404) 639- 1050
DASH, Bl dg. 4, Rm B32

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Cifton Road, NE

Atlanta, GA 30333

Each shi pnment must conply with shipping regul ations
detailed in IATA 1.5 and 49 CFR Section 1720700 [U. S.
Departnent of Transportation.] Upon arrival at CDC, staff
anal yzes sanples in order to detect rabies virus/antigen.

CDC/ VDH/ DCLS Monocl onal Typing of Rabies Variants: DCLS-
Ri chnrond will performtesting to determ ne the rabies
variant of positive specinens and/or the introduction of
new or translocated rabies variants into Virginia. All



rabies testing |laboratories in Virginia nust submt rabies
positive specinmens to DCLS Ri chnond. Rabi es-infected brain
ti ssues should be sent as soon as diagnosis is conpleted to
the Ri chnond Lab. Shipping instructions are avail abl e at
the end of this docunent (see page 4.) Each shipnent nust
conply with shipping regulations detailed in I ATA 1.5 and
49 CFR Section 1720700 [U.S. Departnent of Transportation.]

CDC/ VDH Ani mal Pre-exposure Vaccine Failure: Brain tissue
from rabi es diagnosed ani mals which al so have a current,

val id rabies vaccination are forwarded to CDC for further
anal ysis. VDH Epi should notify |aboratories of the

exi stence of these specinens on a case by case basis since
t he vaccination status of an animal is not always avail able
at the time of collection and/or subm ssion to the

| aboratory. VDH Epi will request that tissues be shipped
at that tinme. For further information, please contact Dr.
Susanne Jenkins at VDH Epi at (804)864-8141.

The prograns detail ed bel ow i nvol ve the coordi nation of
various state diagnostic rabies | aboratories, DCLS and the
Virginia Departnment of Agriculture and Consuner Services
(VDACS) aninmal health | aboratories and the United States
Depart ment of Agriculture.

USDA Bovi ne Spongi f orm Encephal opat hy (BSE) Surveill ance:
Ti ssue fromrabies negative cattle are forwarded for BSE
testing to the nearest VDACS | aboratory (see list bel ow)
The obex, a portion of brain stem nay be collected by
trained submitters. Trained submtters are identified as
heal th professionals or |aboratorians who have vi ewed the
APHI' S, VS BSE surveillance training CD and have been added
to the USDA' s list of Virginia submtters. Information
about collector training and direct surveillance specinen
subm ssion may be obtained by phoning the USDA area office
at (804) 343-2560(wor kl oad sent in '05: 38; workload so far
in '06: 22). Specinens are shipped in |eak proof bags or
containers as detailed in I ATA 1.5 and 49 CFR Section
1720700 [U. S. Departnent of Transportation] to the nearest
VDACS | aboratory Mnday thru Thursday. The receiving | ab
(see list below) should be notified of the inpending
delivery prior to shipping.

VDACS Scrapie Testing: Rabies-negative brain tissues of
sheep and goats received directly fromlocal health
departnents are forwarded for scrapie testing to the
state's regional VDACS |aboratories. Tissues nmust include
the brain stem and are packaged in | eak proof bags or
containers with frozen cold packs. These are shipped in



| ATA 1.5 and 49 CFR Section 1720700 [U. S. Departnment of
Transportation] packaging to the nearest regional VDACS
| aboratory lab on a Monday thru Thursday schedul e. The
receiving |lab (see list below should be notified of the
i npendi ng delivery prior to shipping.

Di vision of Aninmal and Food Industry Services/Ofice of
Laboratory Servi ces:

Harri sonburg Regi onal Aninmal Heal th Laboratory
Director: Dr. David Brown

116 Reservoir Street

Harri sonburg, VA 22801

(Phone: 540-434-3897)

| vor Regi onal Animal Health Laboratory
Lab Director: Dr. Barry Dawkins

34591 General Mahone Bl vd.

| vor, VA 23866

(Phone: 757-859-6221)

Lynchburg Regi onal Animal Health Laboratory
Lab Director: Dr. Susan Gardner

4832 Tyreeanna Road

Lynchburg, VA 24504

(Phone: 434-947-2518)

Warrent on Regi onal Aninmal Health Laboratory
Lab Director: Dr. Karl Magura

272 Acadeny Hill Road

Warrenton, VA 20186

(Phone: 540- 347-6385)

Wt hevill e Regional Aninmal Health Laboratory
Lab Director: Dr. Jack Tate

250 Cassell Road

Wtheville, VA 24382

(Phone: 276-228-5501

Arboviral Testing of Rabies Negative Horses: As part of
Virginia s Arbovirus Surveillance and Response Plan, the DCLS-
Ri chrmond wi || perform nol ecul ar testing for West Nil e Fever
and Eastern Equi ne Encephonyelitis virus infection in horse
brai ns di agnosed as rabi es-negative. VDACS and rabies

di agnostic | aboratories should forward rabi es negative brain
ti ssues packaged in | eak proof bags or containers with frozen
cold packs. Shipping instructions are available at the end of
this docunment (see below. ) These are shipped in ATA 1.5 and
49 CFR Section 1720700 [U. S. Departnment of Transportation]



packaging to DCLS on a Monday thru Thursday schedul e. DCLS
shoul d be notified of the inpending delivery prior to shipping
by contacting Denise Pettit at (804) 648-4480 ext. 281 or
(804) 648-4480 ext. 292

USDA/ VDH/ DCLS Wl dlife Oral Rabies Vaccine Program DCLS
Abi ngdon and Richnond | aboratories performtesting in
support of regional Oral Rabies Vaccine (ORV) prograns
adm ni strated by USDA and VDH.

Shi pnents to DCLS- Ri chnond

Participating entities may utilize DCLS R chnond Rabi es
Laboratory in order to facilitate these prograns by
arrangi ng shipnents to DCLS- R chnmond which will in turn
forward specinmens to the proper facility. You should notify
the DCLS Ri chnond Rabies Section at (804) 648-4480 ext. 271
or 275 by phone. Pl ease ship Mnday through Thursday. The
DCLS courier may be utilized or you may ship via private
courier to foll owi ng address:

DCLS

Attn: Rabies Lab
600 N. 5'" Street

R chnond, VA 23219

Each shi pnent nust conply with shipping regul ations
detailed in IATA 1.5 and 49 CFR Section 1720700 [U. S.
Departnent of Transportation.]



